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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces ail prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
UstinaofCtaims: 

1 . {Currently Amended) A method of annotating an electronic document, 
comprising: 

receiving in an electronic document application a request to apply an annotation to an 
electronic document; 

in response to the request, accessing a» dynamic annotation template for the requested 
annotation, the dynamic annotation template being external to the electronic document 
application and the electronic document and having fixed content, associated instructions 
defining variable content, and variable layout information for the fixed content and variable 
content; 

executing the associated instructions to define the variable content for an instance of the 
requested annotation; and 

applying the instance of the annotation to the electronic document, the annotation 
instance having an appearance , including a variable layout, defined by the variable content, the 
fixed content and the variable layout information, the annotation instance being modifiable by 
any user according to rights or permissions after the annotation instance is applied to the 
electronic document. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein executing the associated 
instructions includes: 

determining a condition based on a state of a system hosting the electronic document 
application, the electronic document application, or the document; and 

defining at least a part of the variable content based on the determined condition. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein; 

executing the associated instructions to define variable content includes generating one or 
more graphics, 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein executing the associated 
instructions includes: 

requesting a service from a remote location; 

receiving content information in response to the request; and 

incorporating the content information into the variable content. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein: 

executing the associated instructions to define variable content includes receiving user 
input defining a value. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein accessing m the dynamic 
annotation template includes: 

retrieving an electronic form. 

8. (Original) Tile method of claim 7, wherein: 

the electronic form includes one or more form fields having associated scripts. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

executing the associated instructions includes defining an appearance of vector art, 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

flattening the annotation content to create a static instance of the annotation; and 
wherein applying die instance to the electronic document creates a fixed representation of 
the instance of the annotation. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim I , wherein: 

executing the associated instructions to define variable content includes obtaining one or 
more of a graphic, text, an image, audio, video, or a hyperlink, 

12. (Original) The method of claim I, wherein: 

applying the instance of the requested annotation includes associating the annotation 
instance with a specific location in the electronic document. 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer program product on a computer readable 
medium for annotating an electronic document, the computer program product comprising 
instructions operable to cause data processing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

feeeWe receiving in an electronic document application a request to apply an annotation 
to an electronic document; 

in response to the request, accessing a» dynamic annotation template for the requested 
annotation, the dynamic annotation template being external to the electronic document 
application and the electronic document and having fixed content, associated instructions 
defining variable content, and variable layout information for the fixed content and variable 
content: 

e x e cut e executing the associated instructions to define the variable content for an instance 
of the requested annotation; and 

applying the instance of* the annotation to the electronic document, the annotation 
instance having an appearance , including a variable layout, defined by the variable content, the 
fixed content and the variable layout information, the annotation instance being modifiable by 
any user according to rights or permissions after the annotation instance is applied to the 
electronic document. 

14. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein the 
instruct i ons executing to execute the associated instructions to define the variable content include 
instructions to caus e a comput e r system to fiirther comprises : 

d e termine determining a condition based on a state of a system hosting the electronic 



PAGE 6/12 1 RCVD AT 8/28/2006 8:27:39 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/13 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:1 858 678 5099 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-08 



0.8/28/2006 17:30 FAX 1 858 678 5099 



FISH AND RICHARDSON 



12)007/012 



Applicant : Scolt ii. Petersen 

Serial No. : 10/678392 

riled : October 3, 2003 

Page : 5 of 10 



Attorney's Docket No.: 07S44-593001 / P546 



document application, the electronic document application, or the document; and 

de&ra defining at least a part of the variable content based on the determined condition. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein the 
instmcti ons4o execute executing the associated instructions to define £ke variable content includ e 
instructions (o cau se a c om p u t er oys t era-to further comprises generating gemmate one or more 
graphics. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein &e 
»ufe executing the a ssociated instructions to define the variable content inc l ud e 

further comprises: 
requesting a service from a remote location; 

feeeive receiving content information in response to the request; and 
ineoFpafate incorporating the content information into the variable content. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein tfee 
instra e tio n s- to - exe etrte executing the associated instructions to define the variable content inclu de 
ktt tyuot i on s to - 001 13 0 <i computer cyst em to receive further comprises receiving user input 
defining a value. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein the 
instructions to accessing the dynamic annotation template includes instruction ' , ! to cause a 
eo^>u^ef-&vst<»n4o-fetrieve further com prises retrieving an electronic form. 

20. (Original) The computer program product of claim 19, wherein: 

the electronic form includes one or more form fields having associated scripts. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein t+*e 
w s ti ; uot i onsM«><>xecuto executing the associated instructions to define the variable content includ e 
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inataioti^niftlo - o ft iis e - a^e mputorsyatam to d efine further comprises defining an appearance of 
vector art. 

22* (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 3> further comprising 

instructions lo cause a computer system to: 

flatten the annotation content to create a static instance of the annotation; and 
wherein the instructions lo apply the instance to the electronic document create a fixed 

representation of the instance of the annotation. 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein the 
iniitruotions-to execute ex ecuting the associated instructions to define the variable content i nclud e 
inatrti€tiofifrto - o flqs o a comput e r syst e m to further comprises : 

oxo o uto t h o instructions to d e fin e vari abkn aontont - includes obtaining one or more of a 
graphic, text, an image, audio, video, or a hyperlink. 

24. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 3, wherein the instructions to 
apply the instance include instructions to cause a computer system to: 

associate the annotation instance with a specific location in the electronic document. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer program product on a computer readable 
medium for annotating an electronic document, the computer program product comprising 
instructions operable to cause data processing apparatus to perform operations comprising: 

receiving in an electronic document application a request to apply an annotation to an 
electronic document; 

in response to the request, accessing aft dynamic annotation template for the requested 
annotation, the dynamic annotation template having variable layout information and associated 
instructions to retrieve a serial number from a centralized database, the centralized database 
accessible to multiple users; 

executing the associaicd instructions to retrieve a unique serial number from the 
centralized database; and 

applying the instance of the annotation to the electronic document, the annotation 
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instance having an appearance , including a variable layout, defined by the annotal k m template 
variable layout information and including the unique serial number. 

26. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the 
request to apply an annotation to an electronic document is generated automatically in response 
to an evenL 

27. (New) A method of annotating an electronic document, comprising: 
generating a dynamic annotation template, wherein the dynamic annotation template 

includes variable layout information used to define a layout of a corresponding annotation 
instance; 

applying a first annotation instance to a first portion of an electronic document in 
accordance with the dynamic annotation template; and 

applying a second annotation instance to a second portion of the electronic document in 
accordance with the dynamic annotation template, wherein the layout of the second annotation 
instance differs from the layout of the first annotation instance. 

28. (New) The method of claim 21, wherein: 

the first annotation instance and the second annotation instance each include a text 
object and a graphic object; and 

an arrangement of the text object relative to the graphic object differs between the 
first annotation instance and the second annotation instance. 

29. (New) The method of claim 28, wherein: 

at least one of the text object and the graphic object comprise variable content. 

30. (New) The method of claim 28, wherein: 

the graphic object comprises one of a bitmap, vector arl> or raster art, 

3 1 . (New) The method of claim 27, wherein: 

the dynamic annotation template comprises one or more form fields having 
executable instructions to define variable content. 
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